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‘THERE'S A WONDERFUL THING ABOUT THE TWO OF US, 


Wh are actually one. 
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Dear chitaren, 
God does not endow everybody with 
the same amount of intelligence. Just 


as there are differences in appearance 
Therefore some students have an 
aptitude Jor academics while otbers W0l. XI, No. 10 APRIL 1999 
exhibit talent in some other field. 38 
aU? of god. Tous god compensates for what be bas not given 

11s for the teacher to bring to fore each child's capabilities and guide bin 
bor to pursue whan bersbe mest loves and would lite to pictice 

Such selective education is not available in India. yet. All students are 
rearded into a class where they listen to the seme lectures and rie the seme 
exams, whether they lke t or not. This system has to chemge and le s bope tt 
wil. 


Tn Russia, after some basic schooling 
teachers interact with children, Ther 
find out each child's most favourit 
subject or avocation and encourage the 
child to develop himself. They also guide 
‘and counsel if children appear confused 
and are unable to choose for themselves 

Thus education bocomes interests 
and enjoyable for each and every 
student, 111s also frutifiul. Beery student exeels in bis area of selective study 
He orshe may become an artist, a musician, an engineer, a doctor, a computer 
experi, a mathematician, a scientist and soon. Solid foundation is laid even 
during the school days. Because ofthis there is no boredom for any child. All 
of them are interested in studies and take it up with fove aud bappiness. No 











sulleing: no regrets! 


A i this you should know; but right now there is nothing much you can do 
about this. So, whether you like it or not, the only way out ts to study well and 
ny to score the best marks possible 

Let us hope that one among you will come to a position tn life, rom where 
he or she can usher in some sensible reforms in our educational policies and 
syllabi 





‘Of all created things the loveliest, A. Keyeuddren 
And most divine are children. Fdlitor 


— William Canton, 
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53 | was one of the scouts 
who participated in the sixth 
national Bangladesh scout 
jamboree, held at Dhaka be: 
tween § and 12 Feb. 

About 138 scouts and 
guides from all parts of In- 
dia participated in the pro- 
gramme. We travelled to Cal- 
cutta by train. 

We reached Gazipur, which is 
about 60 km. from Dhaka on 
Feb, 5. Scouts and guides from 
Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan and 
Japan also joined us at Gazipur. 

We spent our time hiking, 
learning safety methods, visiting 
nearby villages and teaching 
them the need for good sanita- 
tion and safety measures. 

We spent Feb 12 at Dhaka. 
We returned to Calcutta on Feb. 
13 and were back in Hyderabad 
on Feb. 16. | enjoyed the food. 
The atmosphere was cordial. It 
was a memorable trip. 

P. Sirish Kumar, 
IX- A, KV, Golconda, 
Hyderabad 





Sl ama new reader of Gokulam. 
| have been reading your maga- 
zine since Nov, '98. | like Art Gal- 
lery very much, 

D. Ben Nicholson, 
age 12, Bethel MHSS, 
Chennai 
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©) The cricket news on pg. 54 








of March '99 wa 
treasure 


s superb. Itis a 

R.V. Mayil Vahanan, 
Std IX, Don Bosco HS, 
Madurai 


1am finishing schoo! this year, 
| am interested in sylviculture, | 
have set up anew club for those 
interested in environment, The 
club is named Green Cross. 
Those interested can send in let- 
ters requesting membership. No 
fee is required 

, Aswin Sai Narain, 

22, Kauniga colony, 

Nanganaltur, Chennai - 64 


S. Aswin, age 15, 
Chennai 


Galileo Galelei died in 1642 


and not in 1672, The error is re- 
gretted, - Ed 


Children sending in contribution 
{to the magazine must send in their 
name, age, school’s name or class 

id full house address. Otherwise 


contributions will be rejected, 


- Ed, 





Ifred Nobel was born in 
1833. His father had 
made a name for himself 


as an inventor. Though born in 
Stockholm, in Sweden, Nobel 
pursued his education in Saint 
Petersberg (now Leningrad) 
Russia. 

He studied engineering under 
the famous engineer, John 
Ericsson. Alfred Nobel loved to 
experiment with chemicals. He 
often went to his father’s factory 












ALFRED BERNHARD 


and experimented with nitro: 
glycerin. 

Nobel wanted to develop a safe 
and useful explosive out of 
nytroglycerin. His experiments did 
produce results. But the explosives 
were not safe to handle. Many 
times there were accidents. When 
his efforts were put into the market 
there were disasters. 

Finally Nobel was declared a 
public enemy. 

In 1862, Nobel combined 
nitroglycerin with an absorbant 
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substance. This explosive could be 
handled and shipped safely. Nobel 
named it dynamite. His discovery 
brought him a fortune. Alfred 
Nobel set up factories around the 
world. He bought the Bofors 
Armament Plant in Sweden. He 
worked on synthetic rubber, 
artificial silk and many other pro- 
ducts which he even had patented. 

Nobel was fond of literature. He 
wrote several novels and plays. 
Nobel's foray into literature was not 
successful. 
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PERSONALITY 





A: he grew older, Nobel became 
ill and nervous. He also 
couldn't do away with the guilt 
feeling that he had been res- 
ponsible for the deaths and injuries. 
of many in the world. He disliked 
the thought that dynamite was 
being used in war instead of it being 
used for peace. 

Itwas this quilt feeling that made 
him draft a will donating his fortune 
to the development of mankind. 
He wanted a fund of $9,000,000 
set up. The interest from this fund 
was awarded as prize to 
people who had contri-  « gotiné* 
buted positively to the 
betterment of mankind 
Alfred Nobel died in 
1896. 

Each year, five nobel 
prizes are awarded regard: 
less of their nationality 
The criteria for nobel prize 
is that the contestant must 
have contributed to 
the ‘good of huma- 
nity, 
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Each prize shares the income of 
Nobel estate equally. The awards 
are given in five fields. 

1) For the most important dis- 
covery or invention in the fields of 
Physics, 2) Chemistry, 3) Physio- 
logy and Medicine, 4) Distinguished 
literary work and 5) Work in inter- 
national peace. 

Several organisations decide on 
the winners. The prizes for physics 
and chemistry are awarded by the 
Royal Academy of Science in 
Stockholm. The prizes for 
medicine is awarded by 
the Caroline Institute, 
which is the faculty of 






















Afi 
* S. Chonerosekhar 
medicine in Stockholm; the 
prize for literature by the 
Swedish Academy for 
Literature in Stockholm 
and the peace prize by a 
committee of five elec- 
ted by the Norwegien 
Strothing (Parliament) 
Cre: are not allowed 
to apply directly fora prize. 
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Each name must be offered in wri- 
ting by some qualified person. 
Literary works that have appeared 
in printalone are considered. They 
should be ‘proved by the test of 
experience or by the examination 
of experts 

So far five Indians have won 
nobel prizes, Rabindranath Tagore 
for literature, C.V.Raman for phy 
sics, S. Chandrasekhar for physics, 
Hargobind Khorana for medicine 
and Mother Teresa for peace 

The field of economics was in: 
cluded only later in the list of nobel 
prizes, Professor Amartya Sen of 


FREE!" 






































BAPU ART SCHOOL 


Box : 8362, 4-A, Mannar Muda Stoet, 
enna = 600 02. 











‘elvgu, Kannada, Oriya, Matayalam & Marathi, 


“This cours is avallable in Tam, English, Hind, 


Calcutta won the prize for econo- 
mics this year. 

During his rule in Germany 
Hitler issued a decree in which he 
forbade the Germans to accept Nobel 
prizes, The 1935 nobel prize had been 
awarded to Carl von Ossietzky, a 
German pacifist. Hitler offered a 
national prize in art and science for 
Germans only. The Nobel Prize com: 
mittee, however, continued consi- 
dering outstanding contributions 
from Germany for the awards. The 
actual payment of the award was 
affected only during Hitler's regime. 

J. Disney 





|GLISH LETTERING BOOK CONSISTING OF 177 TYPES 
OF LETTERS & 36 PAGES MEHIND! DESIGN BOOK 





YOU TOO CAN BECOME AN ARTIST 


Hf you wish to learn or improve your 
drawing skills, we provide you withthe right 
support and guidance through postal 
correspondence. 

Our course's duration is 8 months that 
comprises of 8 Jessons which means one 
per month. Alongwith these 8 lessons the 
above mentioned Free booklet will also be 
sent to you. 

|f you wish to get the lessons by V.P.P. 
send postal stamps worth s.18/-, On 
receipt of your letter we will send you the 
lessons by V.P.P. and the same can be 
collected on payment of As.296/- to the 
postman. You can also receive your 
lessons by sending us Postal Order /D.D. 
favouring Bapu Art School payable at 
Chennai, those who wish to learn 
monthly may send us Rs.45/-. 
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cHOcO- www.clickhealth, 

LATE, com. 
PLEASE? INDIA 
‘Anew choco- RANKED 6" 











late bar has been introduced. The 
bar has banana filing. The choco: 
late has been selling briskly at Tbisi 
Itis priced 35c 
DocTor, 
WHAT'S 
WRONG? 
Children can 
learn what dis: 
eases they have 
and what the doc: ~~ 
tors are doing to 
cure them. All by wy 
merely tapping 
the keys of a PC. 
Packy and Marlon is a PC game 
which features two diabetic 
elelphants. Children can learn from 
these elephants what diabetes 
is all about. They can also 
learn how to overcome 
diabetes. 
There is Bronkie, a 
Bronchiosaurus, a dino 
saur with asthma. So 
you can learn about 
asthma by merely watch- 
ing the Bronchiosaurus. All 
you have to do is click to 
GOKULAM April 39 





India is the sixth largest con- 
tributor of green house gas emis- 
sions. GHG pollution causes acid 
rains, ozone de- 
pletion and large 
emissions of CO, 
GHG is aresult of 
using coal in ther- 
mal power 
plants, 


MATH 
INTRIGUES 


Dr. Bruce 
Berndt of Univers 
sity of Ilinois is a number theorist. 
He is greatly influenced by 
Ramanujam. He has written a book 
on the life Ramanujam. 

Dr. Brendt is on to writing 

a second book on 
Ramanujam. Quite a 

number of researchers 

are researching 
Ramanujam in US and 

Europe and India. In In- 

dia Ramanujam’s contri- 

bution to mathematics is 

included in college syllabi. 
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ries. Identify the birds given here. 
CHECK IT OUT Meaeermmmemmerrenrt 

your name, age, address and 
CONTEST NO: iT!) school’s name. Paste this coupon 


‘on your answer sheet. Ten correct 


eniries will be selected by lots. 
Last date: May 10, ‘99. 





Wh tnis we come to the end 
of our ‘check 







it out contest’ se- 





erential as esate | 


O} 
,GOKULAM “P 


147, JAWAHARLAL 





3. Planet Jupiter 


EHRU ROAD, 4) {| The winners are - 

TEKKADUTHANGAL, / {1 Nandini Swaminathan, a 
CHENNAI - 600 097 Springdales school, New Delhi. 

bo= se) Varun Murali, age -7, 


WINNERS OF CONTEST NO.8 Hiranandani Foundation school, 


Powai, Mumbai. 

The contest was probably tough. 3, Syed Akram, age 12, 
We received only three correct en- — Srj Adichunchun Giri Vidhyashala, 
tries. Hassan, 

‘The answers are- 


1. Bhaskara Winners will be sent Rs. 30/- 
2. Rakesh Sharma and Ravi each by M.0, 












Malhotra 














April’9 GoKULAM 


Exams need not be monsters 
if you follow these tips 

4, Prepare well for exams. Don't 
postpone tl the last minute 

2. Prayer helps youto be confident- 
prayer isa form of meditation. Ithelps 
you remember what you have learnt 
It gives you peace of mind, Pray for 
two minutes, 

3, Do not start writing immediately 
after you get your question paper. Go 
through the question paper. Mark all 
questions towhich 
you know the an: 
swers. Then start 
writing the an: 
swers, 

4, Finish an. 
swering questions 
that you are confi 
dent about. Then 
begin to attempt 
‘questions that you 
find difficult 
5. Remember 
to mark the ques: 
tion number, sec: 
tion etc. correctly 
on the answer 
sheet, 

6, The first impression is the best 





minutes for checking your answer 
sheet 

That way you can answer any left 
out questions. 

9. Only when you have finished an- 
swering questions and checking 
should you hand over your answer 


paper. 
10. Rememiber you have done your 

















impression so maintain neatness in 
atleast the first few pages. 

7. If some questions need to be 
‘written point-by-point, then itis best to 
jot down the points on the question 
sheet, so thatin your hurry you will not 
miss out answers or important points. 





best. Don't mope around worrying over 

the exam you've already finished, 
K. Sherisha, age 15, 
Ti. Matriculation, 
Chennai 
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8. Plan your answer writing time in 
such a way that you have atleast 15 





A JAYABALAN STORY 


“WORLD 


hree foreigners arrived in 
Jayabalpore one day, and 
tarted meeting people and 





‘making some enquiries, Their activi 
ties soon attracted the attention of 
some government officials, who 
reported the matter to Sigainasam, 
the home minister. 

Sigainasam at first suspected the 
foreigners of being spies for some 


western country, So he ordered 
them to appear before King Jaya~ 
balan 

At the appointed time the foreig 
ners arrived at the palace. One of 
them said that he was the leader of 
the group, and so he alone was 
taken to the conference hall of the 
palace, where the king, Sigainasam. 
and Ayalaan, the minister for foreign 















affairs, awaited him, 

“What are you three white men 
up to?” Sigainasam asked. 

“We are from an organisation 
called the Bigness Book of Records 
said the foreigner, whose name was 
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z . Be 


jenjamin Big 


wump. 
“Oh, you 
were here 


once before, 
weren't you? 
Ayalaan asked 

"Yes said Bigwump 
‘We came here last year to 
select the biggest moustache 
the world. 

“Now | remember" said 
King Jayabalan. “It was our 
police chief Degappiasam that 
you selected. 

“Yes, Your Majesty. He is 
now in America earning a lot 
‘of money. His moustache 

was his fortune. 
“Anyway, he wasn't a very 
good policeman” said Sigainasam. 
“The second largest moustache 
in the world is also in your country” 
seid Bigwump. “It belonged to the 
bandit Sandalappan. By the way 
have you captured that bandit?” 





he king and his 

two ministers 

coughed and looked at 

each other, and fidge- 

ted in the midst of an uneasy 
silence. 

‘And then Sigainasam changed 
the topic in a loud voice. “What 
brings you to our country now? 

‘We think your country may have 





another world record" said Big- 
wump. 
Really?” the king exclaimed, 


u 


excited by the prospect of another 
entry in the Bigness Book of 
Records. 

“Not bad” said Sigainasam. “We 
are becoming famous all over the 
world,” 

“T will have something to talk 
about in my next foreign trip” said 
Ayalaan with a smirk 

“And what is this world record 
for?” the king asked eagerly. 

“Well, we made some enquiries, 
and we hear your people spend a 
Jot of time sitting on park benches 
doing nothing. We hope to find the 
man who has sat on a park bench 
for the longest time." 

There was silence for awhile. 
‘And then Ayalaan said : “So you feel 
the laziest slob in the world is in our 
country.” 

“Not necessarily” said Bigwump, 
looking away. “The bench-sitter 
might be a great thinker or philo- 
sopher.” 

“Let's hope so” the king said 

“We certainly can do with some 

—— 
Housewife : | will give you food if 
you chop that pile of wood over 
there. 

Beggar : Let me see the menu first. 

G. Kavinesh Kumaran, age 12, 

Sishya School, Hosur 








thinking” Ayalaan said drily. 


om the next day onwards the 

search for the champion bench- 
sitter began. Soon it was found that 
it was a difficult task, for there were 
thousands of bench-sitters in Jaya- 
balpore. 

The parks were full of them. 
‘There were old men and not so old. 
men lounging around, filling up all 
the benches. 

Bigwump and his men discovered 
that there were rules and regulations 
among the bench-sitters, For 
instance, if a man had been sitting 
‘on the same bench for ten years or 
more, he had a right to that place 
on the bench, and no one else could 
‘occupy it even if he was not there. 

So also, men over sixty years of 
age were permitted to lie on the 
bench, No one would disturb them, 
But men below sixty were roused up 
rudely if they tried to lie down on a 
bench, for it deprived four people 
of seats. 

A local guide called Shoffer took 
Bigwump and his assistants on a tour 
of the parks. 

“There is an old gentleman who 
has been sitting on a bench here for 
over fifteen years" said Shoffer, 
uhsering the foreigners into a large 
park. The park was full of men 
sitting or lying on benches. Some 
of them were very old. 

“Here he is" said Shoffer, point- 
ing to a very thin old man who was 
dozing on a corner of a bench, 
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“Excuse me, Sir" 
said Bigwump [f 
addressing the old 
relic. “Have you 
been sitting here for 
fifteen years? 


he old man 
tirred out of 
his snooze, and said 
in a quavering voice: 
"Yes. Certainly 
But old Senyl Rao 
over there has been 
here for twenty 
years | think, He 
was sitting in that 
same bench when | 
came here fifteen 
years ago." 

Senyl Rao woke 
up with a start 
coughed and cleared 
his throat. Me?" 
he said in a high 
pitched voice. “Yes 
Maybe twenty years 
But you should go to 
Lotos Parkin the next road, There 
is Geriasamy who has been on his 
bench for thirty years at least.” 

Another old man sitting nearby 
spoke up : “I think the person who 
has been sitting idle for the longest 
time is the fat lady two streets away. 
She has been sitting there since her 
girlhood.” 

“How do we find her?" Shoffer 
asked. 

“Anyone in the street will direct 
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you toher, She is known as the Lady 
on the Rocks, because she sits on a 
cluster of rocks in her backyard.” 

When they reached the backyard 
of the Lady on the Rocks, they found 
her sitting on a rock under the shade 
of a neem tree. She just sat there 
without moving a muscle, With a 
blank expression on her face, she 
just sat there 

“[don't think we can consider her 
for the title” Bigwump told his 
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‘HOLI HAI’ 


Here comes the festival of colours, 
Ivs time to smile like flowers. 

For with colours you have to spray 
Any one who comes in the way. 


With pichkari you should shower, 
Water on all your friends with power, 
‘Throw water balloons on their head, 
Never fear, their spirits won't drop 
dead, 


No matter how much you are wel, 

You don’t have to fret. 

Go home when your teeth chatter, 

The fire side will warm you and 
flatter 





Seeing you shiver and quiver 
Doubled up with pain in the liver, 
If anyone is sick with laughter, 

Drop on them buckets of blue water 





Come out of your house without 





fright, 
‘And spray your friends with all your 
might 

Nandita Vishwanathan, age 11, 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Mumbai 





assistants. “There will be a technical 
objection, She is not in a park but 
in her backyard. And she is sitting 
ona rock, not a bench. 

“She missed a world record by 
sitting in the wrong place” said an 
assistant sadly. The lady on the 
Rocks just sat there without any 
change in her expression. 


the search took longer than they 

had expected. There were $0 
many park benchsitters, thousands 
of them, and all with twenty or thirty 
year records of benehrsitting, They 
had to make sure they didn’t get the 
wrong man. 

“Have they found the longest 
sitting philosopher?" the king asked 
Sigainasam anxiously 

“There are too many philoso: 
pphers in our country, your majesty" 
said Sigainasam, grinning broadly. 

At the end of two months 
Bigwump gave up the search 

“The time allotted for our stay 
here is over, your majesty” he report- 
ed to the king, “Our organisation 
has called us back. Perhaps we will 
return next year and continue the 
search.” 

Hope you won't find the person 
in some other country" the king said 
wortiedly. 

“There is no chance of that, your 
majesty” said Bigwump. “None can 
beat your countrymen in this cate- 
gory.” 

The king beamed with pleasure. 

JANAKAN 
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‘adhu was studying in 
standard VII. One 
evening Madhu and 


her friends decided to go for a 
movie. Her mother agreed but 
told the girls to be careful and 
return before nightfall 

While Madhu was returning 
home from the movie hall, she 
found something glittering among 
the bushes. Madhu walked up to 
the bushes to take a better look. 
It was a gold chain. Madhu 
looked around, The road was 
deserted. She picked up the 
chain and dropped it into her 
pocket. When she reached 
home, she wrapped it in a piece 
of paper and put it along with 
her books. She decided she 
would surprise her mother with 
the chain on her mother’s 
birthday. 
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‘he next day after Madhu had 

gone to school her mother 
decided to clean Madhu's book 
shelf. Madhu’s mother noticed a 
paper rolled and placed in a 
corner of the shelf. Madhu's 
mother knew that Madhu often 
collected stones and pebbles. She 
thought that Madhu had done the 
same thing. Madhu’s mother 
threw the paper roll into the 
dustbin 


'he maid emptied the dustbin 
into the garbage collector 
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outside their house. That evening 
when Madhu returned home and 
searched for the roll of paper, she 
found it was missing. When she 
asked her mother, her mother said 
that she had thrown it into the 
dustbin, Madhu searched the 
dustbin, But the chain was not to 
be found in the dustbin, 

‘The maid later told Madhu's 
mother that she had emptied the 
dustbin into the garbage collector 
bin. When her mother saw that 


Madhu was very upset, she asked 
Madhu to tell her why the roll of 
paper was important. Madhu 
confessed that it contained a gold 
chain that she had picked up from 
the roadside. 

Madhu's mother scolded her 
severely and then placed a 
complaint with the police. But the 
chain was lost forever. 

‘A few days later when Madhu 
went to the market to buy vege 
tables for her mother, she found a 
roll of paper that she had lost by 
the roadside. She picked it up. 

To her surprise, she found that the 
gold chain was still inside it 
Madhu took it back home 

Her mother handed it over to 
the police. That evening when 
Madhu returned home from 
school, she had a visitor. It was a 
man, He said he was the owner of 
the gold chain. He praised 
Madhu’s honesty and gave Madhu 
the gold chain that she had found 
on the road as a reward, 

Namrata P. Kamath, 
Std. VI 
KV, Kudremukh. 

Dear Namrata, pl. send your 

house address. 








16 





Passenger : How many times do 
planes crash like this? 
Captain : Only once. 

M. Bunty Jain, 

‘Chennai. 
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A snail has as many as 
25,000 teeth 
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se 
Rey They are more A survey 
ferocious than revealed that 
man is willing to there are 170 
think. million sheep 
Teaisapopu- '" 'p 
+ lar drink in Brit- Australia on 
ain, In fact it is In New q 
so popular Guinea peo- | & | 
that an aver- ple used “7 
age Briton dog's teeth 
drinks about fastened to a 
nine pounds thick stick 
of tea a year, as money. 
An el- 
The British ephant's 
Windsor trunk can hold 
Safari Park a gallon and a 
exports lions half of water. 
to Africa, Gorillas 
You share your birthday with never 
nine million other people of snore, 
age 11, 
St. Mary's 
MHSS, 
Cuddalore 
There 
are 
the world. seven 
million 
Dear Vandana, pl sendin your [amp posts i 
house addres: in Britain 
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Name these birds.The letters in the 
box will reveal another bird 

The bird with a multi - coloured 
plume Cy __———_ 

‘A carnivorous bird with sharp eyes 





A small bird with a tew colourful 
feathers._[- 

‘A powerfuTbird which lives on high 
mountains __[)_- 

A bird which has a sweet voice. 





“Aird that can run faster than man 


‘Abird more often taken by man as 

food... 
N. Vinu, TMHNUMT. HSS, 
Periyakulam. 


DO YOU KNOW? 

Which is the largest animal? 

Which is the most intelligent 
bird? 

Which is the most stupid bird? 

Which is the world’s rarest bird? 

Which is the fish that breathes air 
through its lungs? 

Which is the softest and lightest 


wood in the 
world? 
Which 
brightest star? 
Which species of fish lives at the 
highest altitude? 
Which is the largest tree in the 
world? 


Is the 


Lakshmi, Std IX, 
St. Xavier's School, 
‘Aurangabad, 


CLOUDY PUZZLE 


When is 10+2=13? 
Which man wears the largest 
cap? 


What givesus dates? 


N. Shilpa, Std VI, New Horizon 
PS, Bangalore 
Dear Shipa, pl send your house odcress: 


RIDDLES 
1) Where do you find cherries 
ina pond? 
2) Who can utter a long sen- 
tence? 
3) Why is the traffic police- 
man the strongest man? 
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4) Why are taller people la- 
zier than the short? 

5) Which business starts with 
a losing proposition? 


V. Manju, 
Std IX.A, 

St. John’s Church HS, 
Secunderabad 


OB - PUZZLE 





1) An angle greater than a right angle 
eS 

2)Te watch or to notice. 
@” 

3) Which must be noticed or clearly 
seen______(7) 


COMMUNICATION 
PUZZLE 


Find the 
ten means of 
commuication 
hidden here. 


A. Shalina, 
vill Std, 

C.S.1. Ewart. 

» Mat. Hr. Sec. 
School, 
Chennai 





Dear Shalina, pl. send your house address 
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4) Force person to do an actof kind- 
ness (6) 

5) Not giving up _(9) 

6) Wooden musical instrument with a 
double - reed mouthpiece (4) 

7) Get in the way of @ 

£8) Which is real oO) 

9) To get 6 

10) Pushing forward and causing one- 
self or an object to be noticed 

@) 

TI) Something which stands in the way 

and prevents action or movement 





®) 
12) Willing to do as ordered 
®) 
PRITHVI RAO. 
AGED 12, 
BANGALORE 


PL 
x ¥ 
own 
RS 
os 
wou 
DN 
zK 
mx 
wr 
ve 
xB 
ap 
Rw 





Solution on page: 57 
” 


Hooch, believed to be the world's lone 





An injury to her leg had forced Hooch to retire. She if 
only seven yea 
helmet let her by 


scuba and skydiving dog, enjoyed her first dive ina 
{ong time in a swimming poo! near Sydney in Australia. 





5 old. Hooch's wetsuit and airtank, with a bubble-like 
reathe underwater. It cost $2,000 to make 











‘Eartha’ 


the lobby of the De Lorme 
Mapping Company's new head- 
quarters in Maine, USA, has dis- 
played the world’s largest 
globe. The giant sphere named 
‘Eartha’ is 42 feet high and is 
equipped with a motor that 





nelps 








*Kid' glove | A glove worn by US Presi 
dent Bil clinton when he golled at 
ireland's Ballybunion Course on 
Sept. 5, 98hashelped afew chi 
ren,” President Ciinton auto 
graphed the glove which 
fetched $9000 for Tallaghat 
Hospital for Children in Dub- 
lin The glove's new owner 
said he plans to rent it out 
toraise more fund. 
















it to rotate. 


It weighs 5,600 pounds 


iscdrive 


Tem has 
launched the . 
world's smallest ~ 
and lightest hard- 

disk drive, which 
is the size of a 
large coin. The 
disk was displayed 
by IBM in Sept. '98 
for public, 
viewing. 
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Coffee mug 
record 

Tata-Kaapi has 
made the ‘world's 
largest mug and 
is hoping for a 
slot in the Guin- 
ness Book of 
World Records. 

The 3,500 kg 
20 ft. tall mug. 
with a base diam- 





Lit 


eter of 14 ft. and 
a five-foot handle, 
weighs 3,500 kg 
twas displayed at 
the Bangalore 
Palace ground. 
The company 
responsible for 
this effort is a 
subsidiary of Tata 
Tea Ltd 

The general 
manager of the 
company said, “it 
is,our way of 
taising a toast as 
India enters the 
51st year of its 
independence.” 
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Teenager’s robot 
for grandma 





Teenager Jose Juape built a robot at home in 
Lima, a shanty town of Comas. Jose built the robot 
from scrap he found in a junkyard. When a fal from 
a flight of stairs left his grandmother immobile the 
robot helpedhis grandmother. t can roll around the 
apartment on wheels and pick up objects. The ro- 
bot can even turn its head 

Suresh K. Anjum, 
Calcutta 


Budding} 

chef 

8 large onions, 2 large tomatoes, 

4 pods of garlic, 3 tsp ghee, 

Some long strips of noodles, 

5 cups of water, salt and pepper to taste 

Method: 

Make a fine paste of onions, garlic and 
tomatoes. Mix the paste in five cups of wa- 
ter and bring to 
Add noo- 
and boil. 
Stir for two min- 
utes, Add ghee. 
|Add salt and 
[pepper to taste. 
Serve hot. 

‘Aurea D’silva, 
Std IX, = 
Milagres Eng. 








} 








HS,Kallianpur. 
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Vast, 


@ 


distance. 


‘One day, | woke up early. I went 
to the backyard hoping to 
glimpse a tiger, 
Suddenly, | heard a low 
growl, | walked up to the bush 
that bordered the fence. 


pushed aside the bush and to my 
surprise found atiger cub. Ihave 
heard my father say that some 
tigresses eat up their cubs. | 
J thought this tiger cub must have 
escaped from its den. The cub 
was cute. | picked it up and 
brought it into the kitchen where my 
mother was busy preparing 
breakfast 

My mother turned around and 

saw the cub in my hand, 
She said, “the cub’s mother 


So, leave it close to the fence, 


e live in the area 
adjoining Jim Corbett 
National Park. 1 have 


seen many visitors of different 
national hues visit the Park for a 
glimpse of a tiger. 

My father is an officer in the forest 
department. So, we stay close to the 
Park in the quarters provided by the 
forest department. I spend most of 
my leisure watching the fence that 
separates our house from the Park 
| too have seen tigers on many 
‘occasions, though from a very tong 
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The mother will pick it up.” 

But, | insisted that | wanted it for 
a pet. When my father came in for 
lunch | asked him if | could have the 
cub for a pet 

He let me keep it, | named the 
cub, Raja. As months passed the cub 
grew. Ifed him on milk and biscuits 
J also shared my food with him, 

But all good things must come to 
an end sometime. One day, our 
neighbour complained that our cub 
had killed his hen. | refused to be- 
lieve that a cub could have killed the 
hen. My father, however, thought 

differently. He told me that the cub 
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had grown up and 
must be sent back 
to its habitat 
One after 
noon, when | 
was sleeping, my 
father along with a 
few of his assistants 
hhad the cub taken into 
the Park, Ihaven'tseen 
the cub after that. 
B. Julius Gerard, VA, 
Soundararaja pote 





















Vidhyalaya, Dindigul uN 
Dear Julus, pl. send in your 
‘house adaress. 
‘Least night 1 had a dream, T wanted to cat them alt. 
My room was full of Vanilla ice But [thought T would make a call 
cream! To my friends who were my class- 

Unfortunately Uncle chips packet mates, 

tere only to, Who shared my joys, sorrows and| 

But there were chocolates and chocolates. 

pizzas too! So T went to the phone, to ring 

There was Maggi which my Mamma But then happened an unlucky thing. 

hhadl cooked! 


Oh my goat! How tasty it looked! 


MY. DREAM 











I fett rom the chair THUP! 
When I opened my eyes and! 
looked up, 

id fallen from U 



















Th 








Then very sadly I sang. 
U's spoiled, 1's spotted! O my) 

dove 
Htefore I could eat my tc 








Meenakshi Mitra, age 11, 
Hyderabad ,| 


Dear Meenakshi, pl. send in 
your school's name 





A irbal had the habit of 
{ looking into the huge 

chest he had in his 

house before he left for 
Akbar's court. Many a minister had 
noticed this. One day one minister 
asked Birbal. 


‘What is in that chest 



















that you jook into before you leave 
for court? 

Birbal merely smiled in reply 
This only kindled the minister's cu 
riosity. He decided that Birbal de- 
rived his knowledge from the chest 
and that he was hiding it even from 
the king. The minister approached 
the king and told him, "Alampanah, 
Birbal derives his knowledge from 
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a huge chest he has in his house. 
He looks into it everyday before he 
comes to the court 
Akbar decided he would ask 
Birbal himself. He summoned 
Birbal. "Bring the chest that you 
have in your house to the court 
Don’t remove anything from 


Birbal said 
‘Jahanpanah, | can 
not bring the chest 
to the court, But 
you can come 
home and look at 
it” So, King Akbar 
decided he would 
visit Birbal's 
house 
When he vis- 
ited Birbal's 
house, he noticed 
that the chest oc- 
cupied a promi- 
nent place in the room. 
B Akbar now asked 
Birbal to open the 
chest. When Birbal 
opened the chest and 
lifted a torn cloth from it Akbar was 
surprised, Akbar asked Birbal to 
explain 
Jahanpanah, before becoming 
minister in your court had only 
this to wear. Everyday | look at’it 
and then come to your court so that 
I don't forget what | was beford'! 
became a minister. 


Rahul Ranade, age 13, Divya 
Jyoti HS, Bangalore. 
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On: Rainbow you are the sky's 
bow! 

I love your seven colours 

Pleasant like flowers. 

When you are in the sky 

The air is so cool 

Like a fringed pool. 

You spread to all places 

And you are welcomed by all faces 

Oh! Rainbow you are the sky’s 
bow. 


S. Swetha & C. Sathiyalakshmi, 
Trichy 

Dear Swetha and Satyalakshmi, 
Pl, send you age and school details. 







e moved 
to our new 
house 


when | was 
three. My 
brother and | 
shared a room, 
When guests 
descended upon 
us, my brother 
and | had to share 
‘our room with the 
quests, So, we actually 
had no privacy. My books 
would be thumbed through 
by atleast ten people other 
than me. 

The guests had nothing to 
do with class IV school texts, 
‘or my note books, My clothes 

would be neatly placed in 
the shelf in our room but 
our room would be littered 
with boxes of various sizes 
and shapes. Sometimes there 
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would be trunks, sometimes the 
visitors would bring suitcases or 
even cartons, 

Often my brother and | would 
have to haul these heavy boxes. 
We had to help our guests load 
and unload their luggage if we 
happened to be at home. When 
the guest list thinned down an 
uncle, a cousin of my mother, 
arrived. He had been admitted to 
a college in our town. 


y brother soon packed his 
bags and left. He had 
been admitted to a college 
in Rourkela. | had just 
begun to realise (when he was 
leaving) that having a room 
all to myself meant a lot of good 
things, 
| could stick posters on the 
walls of my room. | could listen to 
loud music too, Why, so long 
as | didn’t break window panes, | 
could even play cricket in my 
room. But with my uncle's arrival, 
ost the opportunity of having 
my own room 
Now | am in standard X. My 
uncle has taken up a job. We still 
share the room, He is planning to 
move out soon, Then my mother 
has promised that Ill have a 
room all to myself 


Nithin Mukund, Std X, 
Bharathamatha School, 
Palakkad. 
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Man’s thoughts 





re as high as 
the sky, 
His desires as infinite as 
the stars, 
His achievements - suce 
or failure, 
Depends not merely on 
hardwork, 
But also on willpower, courage 
and self-confidence, 


—K. Anirudh, IX Std, 
St J s Public School, 


Hyderabad. 
7 
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THE BULLET 
RICOCHETED 
FROM HER HAND- | 
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THEIR RINGS AND 
SwaLtewE£D~ 











SEE ALSOMPG- 32 


( MHAT ABouT 
THOSE <RAZY 
\DI0TS?2... 


| THAT THEIR 


| HEART BeAr 


(CHEN, THEY \ 
( ARE Sarciy ) 
\ DEAD! / 
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But Ihave never seen a cylinder of 

ozone. laccidentally encountered 
Mw. , in our chemistry laboratory. | 
started a conversation with Mr. O, 

Here is an excerpt of the conversation 
theld with Mr. ,, 

Sushma : Hello, Mr.O,, You knowwe 
have come across you in our science 
book but then you have been an enigma 
‘ll the some, How are you related to 
Ozone? 

(0, : When | am composed of three 
‘oxygen atoms | am shorly referred fo os 


MEET MR. 


| have heard much about ozone. 


'S:Buthow? 

(©, : When pure and dry oxygen is 
subjected to electric discharges O, 
formed. ifs a reversible reaction where 
(0, can return toits original form the lfe- 
giving oxygen. 

$ : We dont see 0, as o molecule? 
Con you describe it? 

(©, : 0, has a bent structure (a v- 
shape) with an angle of 116.8°C. around 
the central atom 

S : What are 0,’ physical charac- 
teristics? 

©, : 0, is a light blue gas with o 
pungent smell coridensing to 0 deep 






CREATIVE CORNER 





PUNCH A BEAR = 


Here is a way to make a colourful 
card for your friend. 

Things required : 

1. Chart (white colour) paper: 2. 
Pencil; 3. Colour papers or colour ads 
from magazines; 4, Gum; 5. Scissors 

‘Steps: 

1. Fold the chart paper of size 6X8 
tems into two equal halves of 6X4 cms, 

2. Draw or trace the outline of a bear 
of sultable size on it and cutout the 
picture on three sides, 

3, Cut the colour papers into strips, 

4, Stick different colour strips to 
different parts of the body. 

5. You havea colourful bear in hand. 

6. Write your message on the the 
next page. 





S. Nagastl, VIG, 
}OA School, Chennai 





blue liquid, And then, to a violet or black 
solid, itis slightly soluble in water, 

S : But how is O, related to 
enviornmental protection? 

©, :itabsorbs ulraviolet radiations of 
the spectrum, This has proved a boon 
for living things on earth. The earth is 
protected from harmful ultraviolet 
radiations emitted by he sun. 

S: How else does it help? 

©, tis used as o disinfectant, as a 
germicide and in the purification of 
drinking water. I! is one of the best 
oxidising agents. It is also used in 
bleaching of delicate articles, oils and 
fabrics. 

S : | wish fo share all this with my: 
friends. Do you have a message for 
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aA. 








them? 

©, : Yes. There are many chemicals 
which create a hole in the ozone layer, 
By using such chemicals you are harming 
the atmosphere resulting in harmful 
effects on plants and animals living on 
earth. 

Oh, forgot fo wam you. A small dose 
of O,, if inhaled can lead to a mild 
headache, 

©, : Lorge doses of 0, could prove 
fatal. 

S : | hope to meet O, but only in 
microgramme doses! 


B.D. Sushma, Mysore. 


Dear Sushma, please send in your 
‘age and the name of your school. 
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E. CONSPIRACY 
IND THEIR 
ATTEMPTED 
“BOMBING OF THE 
Re REFINERY. 









Dons THAT 

EMBLE, 
DENT 
ANY THING? 


| 





To CONTE. 
GOKULAM April 9 33 


















ambu and Shamt 
were two friends 
Shambu was a 
wise man but 
Jambu was 

foolish and hasty. Both 
the men were very 
poor, They 
eked out a 





living by selling coconuts that they 
gathered from the nearby coconut 
grove. 

‘One day both the friends decided 
to meditate hoping to receive God's 
blessing. Accordingly, both the men 
stood under a tree and began pray- 
ing in earnest. 

‘God appeared before them an 
said, “Wish for anything and break th 
‘coconut. Your wish will be futfilled, 

He gave Shambu one coco- 
nut and Jambu three coconuts. 

Jambu was very pleased. 
After all, God had given him 
three coconuts while 
he had given 
Shambu only one. 





Jambu was furious. “What! my 
foot!” he yelled and threw down the 
coconut in his hand. It fell and broke. 
And lo! The entire house was filled 
with feetJambu was too stunned to 
do anything. Then he realised he had 
two more coconuts. He broke the sec- 
ond coconut and wished, “Let all the 
feet vanish." So, all including his two 
feet vanished. Now Jambu had to 
break the third coconut and he asked 





THE MAGIC 


Exe" COCONUTS 
Pe 


about the magic coconuts. “What 
shall we do with them?" he asked her. 


iswife replied, “I know what 
we can do. | will give one 
RP to my parents. It will pro- 
vide my parents all the 
‘wealth and riches they require. 
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that his feet be returned to him, 
‘Shambu had meanwhile broken 
the magic coconut and wished for 
alth and prosperity. Jambu had lost 
all his coconuts. He remained poor 
while Shambu had turned a rich man 
S. SHANKAR, age 13, PSSSS, 
Chennai. 
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St. Mary's HS, 
Ponda, Goa 


age 13, 
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Fy 
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M. Deepika 
Priyadarshini, age 10, 
Tagore iNTL. School, 


RSS, Ravindra, 
VG, 

Centre Point 
School, Nagpur 


Abijeet Sarkar, X B, 
Kanehrapar Harnett HS, 
w. 


\. Krishnaswamy 
Mat. School, Chennai 





Jemimah, age 6, 
Hyderabad 
Dear Jemimah, pl. send your 





Class teacher asks us to our school. She was not my friend. 
shift places once every Rather, | made no effort to befriend 
month in an effort to reduce noise her. As usual our class teacher 
pollution as she calls changed our seating arrangement 
it, So, we are forced to every month. Things were fine till | 

make new friendsand was seated next to the new gil. 
new enemies. The teacher found it strange that 
neither Rita, the 
T new girl, nor | 
made any effort 
| to talk to each 
other. Our seat- 
ing arrange- 
ment was con- 
tinued the next 
month — too 
When classes 
became very 
boring | couldn't 
remain silent. | 
had finally no 
choice but to 

talk to Rita, 


ne day 

we had 

maths 
test The 
teacher asked 
us to exchange 
our answer pa- 
pers and chec! 
the answers. | 
had answered 
all but one 
question cor- 
rectly. Rita had 
answered all 
the questions 
correctly. This 


g am in standard Vill. Our That year a new girl had joined 











only put me to shame. It 
pleasure at having scored more 
than me that rankled 

Somehow, by the end of that 
term, Rita and | had become cor- 
dial enough to ask questions about 
each other's parents and brothers 
and sisters. To my surprise | found 
out that Rita had one brother just 
as | had one brother. Both our fa- 
thers had identical names and ini- 
tials. This was what triggered off a 
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cordial atmosphere between Rita 
and me. 

One afternoon during Moral Sci- 
ence class, one of the girls stood 
up and asked, “Madam who do 
you think make good friends? 

Our teacher explained, “I can't 
say very clearly. But two people with 
identical backgrounds and identical 
natures often build up friendships 
Rita and | gasped. We felt the whole 
class was looking at us. 


V. KANJANA, age 13, Calicut. 
39 





RETOLD BY 


THE TREASURER jouaticustna ven 


ILLUSTRATION: 
LALITHA 











RAM BAHADUR, A ZAMINDAR, 
WANTED TO APPOINT A TREASURER. 


1 FIND TWO MEN 
COMPETENT. BUT 
HOW DO I CHOOSE 





HERE'S 


‘THE RECEIPT 





THANK YOU, 
PLLLET YOU 
KNOW MY 
DECISION 
‘TOMORROW. 








HE GAVE BOTH MEN ABAG OF 
RENCY 
‘THERE'S 200 RUPEES 
INIT, DEPOSIT IT IN 
‘THE BANK AND 
BRING ME THE 


‘SOMAPPA RETURNED A 
LITTLE LATER. 


BANGARAPPA RETURNED. 


61, THERE WERE FIVE 
100 RUPEE NOTES IN 
‘THE BAG. 1 DEPOSITED. 
RS, 200, HERE'S THE 


APPOINT YOU AS 
MY TREASURE! 
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF 








eases 
Lini 

Naini isa seven year old girl who 

learns one day that her father is leaving 

for the US. She will have to stay with 

her grandmother and her aunt while her 

parents go to the US. 

*Lini is upset, She moves from 
Madras to Bangalore. She bids 
goodbye to her old school and friends. 
‘At Bangalore she has Thimmi, Roly 
and Karpi to keep her company. 

‘Lini’s life falls into 
‘a pattern, Aji, her 
grandmother and her 
‘aunt are a great help. 

‘Lini leans touse her = 
pocket money. This is 

the first time she's fe 
ever been given 
money. She also learns 
that life is not abed of © 
roses for some people 
like Thimmi. 

‘Thimmi, her close friend is illiterate. 
‘Lini takes her under her wing. But, 
‘Thimmi is soon married off. ‘Lini 
realises even grandma is not a perma- 
nent fixture in life, 

Yet, life goes on. 

Mangala is her classmate. Mangala 
and her father help *Lini and her aunt 
cope with Ajji’s loss. 

*Lini’s parents finally return to 
India. Each person of the family has a 
surprise for the other. 

Written by Hira Nirodi Chandran, 
itis priced Rs. 55. 
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= 4 Rice Cakes 


ven nick CARES 


—_.) 











The oni Demons Who 
Loved Rice Cakes and other 
stories by Hema Pande is a 
collection of fve Jopanese folk 
stories. A short poem at the beginning 
‘ofthe book sums up the stories. These 
stories deal with ordinary people who 
have to siruggle hard to moke ends 
meet. These stories will make for good 
bedtime reading. Itis priced Rs. 30 

Both the books have been published 
y= 






Guimohor, 

Orient Longman Limited, 
3-6-272, Himayat Nagar, 
Hyderabad - 29. Andhra Pradesh. 

Gulmohar is an imprint of Orient 
tongman tid. 
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More records tumble 


‘The fifth national games drew to 
a close with traditional fanfare. 
Fifteen national records were created. 
Kerala romped home with 481 
medals. Of these 52 were gold. 
Manipur stood second with 49 golds. 

‘Sebastian Xavier was declared the 
best swimmer for Kerala when he 
bagged seven golds. 

‘Nisha Millet of Karnataka swept 
the games with 14 gold medals. Of 
this, 10 came from individual events. 
Nisha is 17 years old. 

Some of the participants from 
Asiad, however, did not participate 
Jyotirmayi Sikdar did not participate. 
But Jaspal Rana was out to avenge his 
defeat at the Asiad. Sportsmen and 
sportswomen gave the Asiad winners 
a rousing reception on their arrival 
at the games venue, 

‘The games were held in Manipur 














+ Anil Kumble 











+ tyotemoyt 
SS] anuary. But mar 






nd 25, 





at Imphal between Feb. 1 


Cricket 





Anil Kumble avenged a bad 
performance by the Indian team at 
Madras by taking all the 10 wickets 
the match between India and 
Pakistan at Feroreshah Kotla stadium. 
Kumble has become only the second 
player in the game’s history to bag all 
the wickets in an innings. The first 
ser. Javagal Srinath came a 
close second to his team mate by 
taking 8 wickets in th match 
. his achievement did not help 
India win the match. 

While the Madras crowd 
impressed the guest team with its 
standing ovation, the crowd at Eden 

s made their unhappiness 
the Indian team lost 


























gard 
explicit whe 





Basketball 


Basketha 
Jordan 
professional 





I player Michael 
retired from 
football in 
people 
remember him in his native 
country for other things than 
merely baskethall. Michael 
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Jordan had a large fan following 
Many boys who aspired to becom: 

basketball hero like Jordan went to 
any lengths to achieve their goal. 
Michael Jordan however, said that he 
loved to study, more than he enjoyed 
the limelight of being a basketball 








few students in a certain 
school in Tennessee received a poster 
of Michael Jordan sitting in a library 
reading books. The poster had a 
caption, NO PAIN, NO GAIN. 
n's poster came with a letter 
addressed to the aspiring boys. 
Jordan said his proudest moments 
were not when he won a basketball 
game but when he walked across a 
stage to receive a diplom: 

Michael Jordan was professic 
askethall play 

Once when he w 
played basketball, he "Lente; 
tain the guy that works help 
him forget some of the things th: 
might be going on in his lil 
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Nonsense. Who taught 





nly said 





miss! You 





Weta ford for water wO 
or 
A. Manoa 296 13 
a 
a 
2°) 
0 


\ #2. 


Find the secret message by 
breaking the code. Each number 
represents an alphabet. 





2 68 18 13 20 
Hint: A= 26, € = 22,0 = 12,1= 18, U=6 
§.B. Somanath Sharma, Std. VI, 
Chenni 


‘GRIST NO S3S¥SHONI 
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here was a time when man 
could easily reach out with 
his hands and touch the moon. Of 
course, no life form with hands and 
legs existed that far back in the 
history of earth. Yet, is it not won- 
dertul to imagine that there was a 
time when all you had to do was 
raise your hand and you could 
touch the moon? 
Every year the moon moves 
away from earth at the rate of 
about five inches, 


What is the big bang theory? 
ihe big bang theory states 
that when gases on the sun 

started cooling they began ex- 





panding. A huge explosion later, 


some masses of gas were 
thrown out of the sun's mass. 
These masses of gas began re- 
volving around the sun due to the 
gravitational pull of the sun and the 
gravitational pull of the masses of 
gas themselves, 

These masses of gas began 
cooling down. While other planets 
could not support life forms. earth 
alone developed well enough to 
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hold life. The molten lava on the 
surface of the earth began to cool 
down. The lava began to solidity. 
This solid lava became the earth's 
land mass. The inner crust of earth 
is still a smouldering pot of lava. 
Over centuries as earth cooled, 
oceans began to be formed. Due 
to the cooling of the crust a por- 
tion of earth's gases were emitted 
into space and this in turn began 
revolving around earth. This began 
to be called the moon by us. The 
vacant space left by moon was 
filled in by water. Today earth com- 
prises 20% land and 80% water. 





How were mountains 
formed? 

Es crust had so- 

Bitaines in bits and 


OUR 
PLANET 


- Some facts about earth 


pieces. These bits and pieces 
were surrounded by water. Due to 
the pressure inside the earth's sur- 
face, these land masses were in 
continuous motion. Down the cen- 
turies these earth masses moved 
further away due to pressure on 
them from the hot lava beneath the 
earth’s solid crust 

About 130 million years ago, In- 
dia was an island. Over the years 


April’) GOKULAM, 





due to the movement of the land 
‘mass, the slabs moved up further 
and is now a large land mass 
called Asia. The Himalayan moun- 
tains were formed as a result of 
the land mass being crushed to 
gether. 


Have you noticed how the 
mountains are often found close 
to the coastal areas? 


the coastal areas? Notice 
the Andes, the Rocky mountains, 
the eastern ghats and the western: 
tains are found closer to the 
sea? 
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What is an earthquake? 
he earth's landmass has 
been divided into plates. 

These plates are called tectonic 
plates. The rocks (the continent 
size slabs that are called rocks) 
are in constant motion, The tec- 
tonic plate float on a sea of semi- 
molten lava. These plates grind 
against each other and create a 
labyrinth of cracks. These cracks 
are also called {aul lines in earth's 
crust 

These faults or cracks cause 
earthquakes. Stress builds up 
around these cracks and great 
sheets of rock move in opposite di- 
rections and try to slide past each 
other. When the pressure becomes 
too much, a few rocks are dislodged 
and they break away, 
Sometimes, these plates may 
move just a little distance. 
causing ratting of dishes. 
Sometimes, when the 

displacement of 

rocks is great seis 

mic shock waves 

create tremors. 
Large areas of land 
vnass come under the 
impact of the move- 
ment. This shakes the 
earth's crust consid- 
erably and it is, 
“called an earth- 
quake. 
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‘or sometime now robbers 

‘were ruling the roost in the 

kingdom of King Krishna- 
devaraya. Their targets were 
travellers. The thieves would sit 
atop trees in the forest and wait 
for the carts to pass by. When 
they noticed a cart they would 
pounce on the cart, They 
would take away all that the 
cart contained leaving the poor 
travellers befuddled. Sometimes 
the thieves reaped a rich 
harvest. If'a marriage pro- 
cession went by then they had a 


rich haul. 

King Krishnadevaraya had 
tried every trick he knew to put 
an end to the highway rob- 
beries. But, he was unsuccess- 
ful and helpless. None of his 
ministers could provide a 
solution either 


©: day, Tenaliraman came 

up with an idea. He told 
the king that he would round up 
the thieves. He arranged for 
three chariots to pass by the 
forest. The three chariots 
carried many soldiers dressed 
up as women. They dressed in 

Tenaliraman 





too was in one of the chariots. 

Just as the chariots reached 
the thick jungles, the chariots 
were surrounded by the dacoits. 
They grabbed the hands of the 
women and pulled them out. 

But the dacoits were in fora 
rude shock. The soldiers 
quickly removed their outer 
garments and emerged in their 
uniforms. 

After waging a fierce battle 
with the dacoits the king’s sol- 
diers rounded up the dacoits. 

Tenaliraman was rewarded 
handsomely by the king. 

Avantika S$. Madhavan, VIII B, 
KVCLRI, Chennai. 


hat is a currency? 
It is given in place 
‘of goods we buy. 
India’s currency is 
rupee. Each 
country of Europe has its own 
currency. After world war Il 
sixteen countries of Europe 
came together and formed a 
union. It was called the Euro- 
pean Union. 

For the past many years the 
presidents and prime ministers 
of these countries have been 
trying to unify member countries 
of Europe. 

Europe has made great 
progress in industries. But it 
was no match for the US. Be- 
cause, people who did busi. 
ness with Germany had to do 
business separately with 
France, or England or any other 
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country in Europe. 

Many times, people 
from other parts of the 
world preferred to do 
business with America 
because it was easier. 


‘Aman has to carry 
with him pesos, francs 
and D, marks if he travels 
to Spain, France and 
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Germany. Besides, he also has 
to keep track of what the 
‘amount would translate into in 
his country’s currency. To avoid 
such problems and to better 
their own trade prospects the 
heads of various countries of 
Europe decided to bring out a 
currency that could be used 
anywhere in Europe. 

This idea was not welcomed 
by some countries like Britain, 
‘Sweden and Denmark. Britain's 
pound costs Rs. 70 in India. 
Britain did not want to give up its 
unique stand. Greece has its own 
problems and is not considered 
‘on par with other European coun- 
tries on the trade front. So, 11 of 
the 16 countries decided they 
‘would go ahead with creating a 
new currency. This new currency 
was called ‘Euro’ dollar. 
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magine if we had differ- 

ent currencies for 

Maharashtra and Tamil 

Nadu. A person travel- 

ling from Maharashtra 
will then have to carry a differ- 
ent kind of currency. Also, he 
will have to keep track of the 
amount he spends when he 
comes to Tamil Nadu. When 
he goes back 


became the most sought after 
currency. The Euro dollar, 
however, has now changed all 
this. 

One Euro dollar is equal to 
1.19 American dollar. The Euro 
dollar costs Rs. 44.70 in India. 
‘An American dollar costs Rs. 
42. 


By the year 2001, we will 





to 
Maharashtra 
he will have to 
calculate how 
much he spent 
according to 
his currency. 
This will 
only become a 
tiresome way 
of travelling. 
Sometimes, it 
may lead to 














confusion and 
he may even stop travelling 

This is the situation in Europe 
today. All these problems will be 
solved once Euro dollars come 
into circulation. 

Because people found it 
difficult to keep track of the 
various currencies, they even 
avoided doing business with 
Europe. Instead, they turned to 
America. Thus, America be- 
came the most developed 
economy. The American dolar 
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have Euro dollars in circula- 
tion, The member countries 
will also replace their per- 
sonal currencies and go for 
Euro dollar. This means, if you 
travel to Europe in 2002, you 
will have to carry only Euro 
dollars and not pesos or lira or 
franes or D. marks. 

The 11 countries have had 
to make many compromises 
among themselves and within 
their own countries so that the 
Euro dollar can take shape. 
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This is Ghut's 
St work. He just can't 


pil 
as 








Don’t worry. '™m 
| an expert at 
fixing things. 
reassemble it 
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Time for Reni’s 
bedtime milk. 


joon had hidden behind the fridge._| 


>| 
mie 
L 
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clock, Hooked at the clock. Itwas 8.30. I packed my bag hurriedly. 1 

3.30 in the morning. Who had set noticed my younger sister making 
the alarm for 3.30? There had been paper boats and floating them in a 
some mistake. I returned to bed since I 
had atleast three hours to go before I 
woke up. 

Suddenly I was shaken awake. It 
was my mother. She was saying, “It's 
8.15, Aren't you planning to go 10 
school today?” 

"8.157" I screamed as I jumped 
out of bed. I rushed to the 
bathroom. I opened the tap. 
Too late I realised that the 
geyser had not been 
switched on. In the 
shivering morning 
I bathed in icy 
cold water. By the 


[== soundofthe alarm time I had donned my uniform it was 




















puddle just outside our house. It had when the back tyre of my cycle burst. 
been raining for a week now and the Puncture! I didn’t know what to do. I 
roads were full of rainwater puddles. noticed a woman standing outside her 
Igoto school by cycle. Iraceddown house. I parked my cycle before her 
the road hoping to reach school in time. _ house and asked her if she would mind 
I must have been my leaving my cycle in her house. 1 
told her that I would pick up my cycle 
in the evening on my way back home. 
She was kind to me. She let me park 
my cycle in the garage. I ran to the 
school 
By the time I reached my school, the 
prayer assembly was over, Children 
were filing to the classes. 1 thought I 
could sneak into my class without the 
principal noticing me. But, she did 
see me, I was called into the princi- 
pal’s room who told me at length 
‘why I should be punctual to school. 





‘hen I returned to my class the 
teacher had already begun 
teaching physics. She asked me if Thad 
brought my homework notebook. I 
nodded my head, sure that I had 
brought my notebook. When I 
rummaged into my bag I found that the 
notebook was missing. I gota piece of 
my Physics teacher's mind. 
The next class was english. The 
english teacher was absent. Iwas very 


When things went 
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pleased because I had forgotten to bring 


my english text book. 

‘The next class was biology. I 
expected to be awarded an A+ in my 
project. I handed over my project 
notebook to the teacher with a lot of 
confidence. But when the teacher 
leafed through the pages she did not 
find my project. 

T too was surprised because I had 
‘completed the project. It was then that 
1 realised that my sister had torn this 
page from my project notebook to make 
paper boats. 

By the time it was evening, I was 
‘only too happy for the school to come 
toanend, It had been a terrible day. 1 
had been scolded by the principal and 
by two teachers, 


‘The last period was maths. Our 





maths teacher gave us a test. 1 
performed poorly in the test. I just 
wanted to run away to my house. My 
only hope was that I would have a better 
day tomorrow. 

“That evening at home, I Jearnt that 
my sister had torn my new dress, Iwas 
very upset but I could do nothing. 

When I asked her to let me watch 
my favourite programme on TV she 
merely unplugged the TV. When 
finally after a fight I did get to switch 
on the TV there was a power cut, Thad 
to miss all my favourite programmes. 
That night 1 went to bed thinking I 
never wanted another day like this in 
my life. 

K. Sowmya, age 11, Bangalore. 

Dear Sowmya, please send in your 





school’s name, 













Horror, tertor, worry, ea 
Examinations are approaching dear, 
‘Al are busy, no time fr cheer, 

{Ws such a gloomy atmosphere! 
Some have already started to revise, 
While others have quite a diferent exercise, 
For hours some discuss their dreams 
‘And some have a few notorious schemes. 
For some exams pose no horror, 

‘They simply copy their neighbour's esrors. 
Some invigilators are quite blind, 

‘And this of course, the children don’t mind. 
Guides and question papers one doesn't need, 
Hard work is all one requires to succeed. 


Hari Haran CS, age 13, 
Jubilee School, Bangalore, 
Dear Hariharan, Pl. send 

your house address 
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EXAMINATION 





ANSWER 
PAGE 


Bird Quiz 
Peacock 
Vulture 
Myna 

Eagle 
Cuckoo 
Ostrich \y 
Hen 

The bird is 
Penguin 








DO YOU KNOW? 

The blue whale, Blue tit, 
Domestic turkey, Hawaiian oaa, 
Lung fish, Balsa tree, Sirius, Ti 
betan loach, Red giant. 





OB - PUZZLE 
1) OBTUSE, 


CLOUDY PUZZLE 3) OBVIOL 


When the answeris wrong; the man 5) OBSTIN. 









2) OBSERVE 
4) OBLIGE, 
'. 6) OBOE, 








Ar 
with the largest head, a calendar oF 87) ORSTRUCT, 8) OBJECTIVE, 





date palm tree, 9) OBTAIN, 10) OBTRUSIVE, 
STRUCT, 12) OBEDIENT 
goles 11) OF 5 1 
1) Pondicherry, COMMUNICATION 
2) A judge, PUZZLE 
3) Because he 
can stop a 


heavy vehicle 
with his hand, 
4) Because they 
are longer in 
bed, 

5) Dieting. 


GOKULAM April 9 





s 
5 
v 
x 
7 
c 
8 
Ps 
w 





® Laminclass VI, Tretun from school 
at 3.15, At 4 p.m, I go to play volley 
ball, [attend computer class at 5 pam. 1 
attend maths class between 6 and 7 p.m, 
I can’t study after 7 p.m. because 1 
get bored and I can’t do my homework 
R. Deviprasad, Std. VII, Chennai, 
Deur Deviprasad, 









ween 7 and 7.30 p.m. 
Or talk 10 
parents about your 
dayat school, Then 
sit and finish your 
homework, You haven? 


2B 2 @ You have your day 
slotted neatly. Read 
Dome story book bet 
hy the moming for school. 

If you leave around 

8.30 a.m., you have 

atleast an hour to study if you wake up 
at 6 aan, Since you attend maths class 
‘and computer class, you may not have 
to devote much time for these subjects 
You can allot more tine to other subjects. 


® Tam shy by nature, My father re~ 
married after my mother’s death. My 
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GRANDMAWORM 


new mother is a wonderful person. 


M 


“ly 


»»), 
ne <b 
oa F 

iki ia te 


Chalai Boys HS, Trivandrum. 
Dear Suresh, 

You can begin by helping her out. 
Tell her you would like to reduce her 
household work by helping her do it, 

You will notice your step-mother will 
be pleased. Tell her about your school 
‘and about your friends. Ask her if she 
would like to meet your friends. Wish 
heron her birthday and ask her to help 
you out with your studies 


How do I better my relations 
with her now? L was not 





Tam in VIE standard, 
appearing for the p 
exams this yeur. T maintain 87% but 
how do T get 904? 1 am weak>in 
algebra, I get assis- 

tance from my 
“teacher and my. 
father 


I shall be 
ory public 






Punitha 
Ramachandran, 
Std. VIB, 
Carmel HS, 
Bangalore. 
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\ANDMAWO 


Dear Punitha, 
@ Youcan score centum in maths and 
science. So make sure not to make 
careless mistakes, Be thorough with 
your lessons in social studies and 
languages. If you are good in gram- 
‘mar, you will not lose marks in lan- 
‘guages for making silly mistakes. 
Sometimes, you lose marks for not 
being neat. Write neatly and un- 
hurriedly. Remember there are marks 
for neatness too. 
Finally learn to relax. Exams are not 
‘monsters that will eat you up. Don't 
‘get worked up over exams. Tension 
leads to poor performance. 
® Lam in Std. VI and my sister is in 
Std. IX. My sister never listens to me. 
When I request her to switch to a 





channel of my choice she just refuses. 
Why is she behaving like this? 
L. Vidhya, VIB, TI. MHSS, 
Chennai 





Dear Vidhya, 
@ The only way to make your sister 
see’ reason is to talk with her nicely. 
Explain to her that the TV in the house 
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is to be shared by all and that she can 
see her favourite programme and allow 
‘you also to see a programme of your 
choice. If both programmes are at the 
same time one should yield tothe other 
and vice versa the next day, Remember 
there is more joy in giving than taking. 

Once you understand and practise this 
principle your sister also will follow 





My brother is in I! PUC, My father 
has given him a scooter so that he can 
commute to his tuition class without 
hhaving to wait fora bus. Instead he uses 
my cycle and when I confront him about 

ithe merely hits me. 
B. Prameeth Prabhu, VII 
CHSU, Mangalore. 

Dear Prameeth, 

@) Perhaps your brother is afraid to go 
by scooter. Iris easy to manage on a bi- 
cycle, When itcomes to scooters you have 
to be more cautious. Give him time and 
he wil learn to go by scooter. Besides 
dont you think cycling is better for health? 
Love, 
Grandma worm. 


59 











A BOWL OF 
KICHIDI 

I was tive then. My parents 
were away at work and | was un- 
der the care of my grandmother. 
My grandmother gave me a 
bow! of kichidi and said | must eat 
itup. | waited till 
granny left the 
room, | picked 
up a chair and 
went to the bal 
cony. Our bal: 
cony faces the 
road. | knew 
stray dogs often 
scourged for 
food near the 
dustbin outside 

our house 
| emptied the 
bow! aiming for 
the dustbin, The 
kichidi, instead of falling into the 
dustbin fell on a woman's head 
The woman was drying her 
clothes below our balcony. Her 
shouts brought my granny to the 
balcony. When she found out 
what | had done she gave me a 

few slaps, 

‘As a 13-year-old girl now, | re- 
alise why | shouldn't waste food 
Ramya R. Nair, age 13, Mt. 
Carmel School, Nagpur 











MARBLE CHIPS 
accompanied my sister to a 
60 


science exh’ 
tion. We roamed 
around the exhi- 
bition complex 
We came upon a 
stall exhibiting 
marble chips 
(CaCo,) 

My sister 
asked the stall 
assistant what 
they were. He 
said they were 
‘chips’. My sister 
asked, "then are 
they made of po 
tatoes?” The stall 














assistant and | 
had a hearty 
laugh 
S. Rahul, 
age 11, 
PSBBSSS, 
Chennai 
NO CHANGE 


This nap- 


pened last year. | 
go by bus to my 
college. Usually 
my mother gives 
me the exact 
change. That 
day she handed 
meas. 10 note. 

| boarded the 
bus. Since it was 
overcrowded it 
April GOKULAM 





took time for the conductor to 
issue tickets. When | extended 
the Rs. 10 note the conductor 
asked for exact change. | said 
| didn't have any. 

He asked me to get down at 
the next stop. | waited for the 
next bus, The same event re- 
peated itself when | boarded 
the next bus. Luckily for me, 
this conductor asked me to 
alight just two stops away from 
my college. | walked to my col- 
lege. When | reached collegé, 
| was sweating and was late by 
15 minutes. My teacher wanted 
to know why | was late. | told her 
what had happened. The en- 
tire class had a good laugh but 
Ihad learnt my lesson. Since 
then | have made it a point to 
tender exact change no matter 
what 

S. Hemalatha, age 16, 
SIT, Trichy 


ALL IN A DAY 


I wake up at 6:30 am. | don 
my uniform and finish my break- 
fast of frosted cereal flakes by 
6:45am, | wait for my friend to 
arrive. Her brother drives us to 
the school. A few students walk 
the distance from home to 
school. 

Each class lasts 53 minutes 
We have seven minutes to cross 
over to the next sybject class. 
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Lunch is at 12:15. . School fin- 
ishes at 3:15 
| return home and change. | 
am then off toa two-hour swim- 
ming class, | return home after 
swimming, have my dinner and 
then do my homework. It takes 
about 1% to 2 hours. Some- 
times even more. My bedtime 
is 9 pm. | have little time to do 
other things that | love more 
than school 
Divya Jayaraman, 
Salt Lake City, 
Utah, USA 


Dear Divya, pl. send your Indian con 
fact address 


“LOOK ALIKE’ 
TROUBLE 


My parents nad just got me 
anew cycle. | enjoyed riding 
around in my cycle. Once my 
mother asked me to buy some 
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vegetables from the market. | 
parked my cycle in the parking 
slot, When I returned to the stand, 
| was pleased to find that it was 


SUM FUN 


To find out one’s age, date 

and month in which he was 
born 

sk your friend to multiply his month 
of birth by 100 and 
‘add to it the date in 
which he was born, 
Multiply the result 
by 2. Add 8 and 
multiply by 5. Add 
tothis result 4. Mul 
tiply by 10. Again 
add 4 to it and f 
rally add his age to 

the result, 


(eg) If he was born on 16 of August 
(16/8/84) 

1) 8X 100 = 800 

2) 800 + 16 = 816 

3) B16X2 = 1632 
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still where | had parked. (Since 
it was new and shiny, | was wor- 
ried a thief might take a fancy to 
it.) 
| must have cycled just a few 
yards when | heard shouts of 
‘thief, thief”. | turned back and 
saw a group of people chasing 
me. | waited till one of them 
reached me. He said | had taken 
his cycle. | returned with the 
group to the cycle stand. To my 
amazement, the man's cycle 
looked exactly like mine, | apolo- 
gised to him and took my cycle. 
Sowmya Mahopatra 
age 15, Swami 
Vivekananda Colle 
Mumbai 





) 1632 +8 
5) 1640 X 








6) 8.200 + 4 =8204 
7) 8.208X 10 = 82040 





9) 82044 + 14 = 82058 


Your triend will give you this result - 
82058 


Trick - You must subtract from the to 
tal 444 
82058 
444 
816, 14 


The first number from the left is the 
month, the next wo denote the date, and. 
the last is the age. 

(You can tell him that he was born on 
16 of August in 1984 (and his age is 14), 


N. Chandra Kumar, 
‘Std Vill, Mother Teresa HS, 
Bangalore 
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LIGHTING 
FIRE- 
WORKS 


T here's 


nothing wrong 
with lighting fire- 
works. For, we 
celebrate Diwali 
but once a year. 
Yet, some boys: 
show litle con 
sideration to pa- 
tients in hospitals and old age 
homes. Last year, during Diwal 
many boys were deliberately light- 
ing fireworks close to the hospital 
near our house, Patients need rest 
Noise will only serve to increase their 
agony. Shouldn't we have rules per. 
mitting us to light fireworks far from 
hospitals and residential localities? 
Sarojini Rao, Std VI, 

‘Sahyadri School, KFI 

Mumbai 





INTERNET - A WEB FOR 
INFORMATION 


Today itis so easy 
to learn about the 
newest developments 
in various fields the 
world over on a com 
puter at home. Infor: 
‘mation about happen- 


ings around the world 
can'be had on the 
computer along with 
lively chats and dis- 





cussions about 
events. 
Isitnotinteresting 
to know that we have 
access to informa 
tion of all sorts? Be 
it job opportunities or 
advances in sci- 
ence, My father pa 
ticipated ina confer 
ence of doctors, sit- 
ting before his com- 
puter! | enjoyed learn- 
ing how they ex- 
changed ideas with- 











out having to be really present at 

conference. Indeed, when informa- 

tion comes into our rooms, we can- 
not ignore it! 

N. Ajay, Std VIF, 

PSBBSSS, Chennai 


FREE WOMEN 


Ti ingia is a politically inde- 
pendent country then both men 
and women of our country must be 
treated as equals. Yet, in our coun- 
try women are treated with little re- 
gard. Why are women being 
treated as menials? It is amazing 
that we resort to such treatment of 
women when we have had a 
woman as a prime minister. Also, 
most workers in the fields in vil 
lages are women. Since women are 
more hard-working than men 
should we not elevate their status? 
Even in our homes, we see our 
mothers slog it out in the kitchen. 
Some of our mothers also work 
outside home. Why then shoud we 
treat them as inferior to men? 

R. Poonam Reddy, VII A, 
Vidhyodaya Mat. Academy, 
Chennai 





POLLUTING RIVERS 


The rivers are considered our 
natural sources of water. Yet most 
rivers in our country these days are 
only dumping grounds. People 
throw leftover food into rivers. Fac- 
tories based on the river banks 
pollute rivers with their effluents. 
‘Some of India’s perennial rivers are 
these days sources of non-potable 
water. Can the effluents from fac- 
tories not be recycled? Why not 
have stringent laws punishing peo- 
ple who pollute rivers? After all, 
even these people have to depend 
on rivers for water! 

S. Lohit, age 14, 
St. Anthony's Boys HS, 
Bangalore. 


(CINEMA VS. CHILDREN 


Cinema has a great influence 
on its viewers. Most magazines 
these days prefer to have actors 
and actresses on their cover. Why 
is the prime minister or the presi- 
dent of our country not as impor- 
tant as an actor or an actress? 
Adults often read magazines car- 
tying such pictures and articles. 

Don't children learn from adults? 
Youngsters learn from or are ad- 
vised only by adults. Then, are 
children learning the right things 
from them? 

S. Murali, VIB, 
Indian Mat. HSSS, Harur, 
Dharmapuri 
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am and Johny eked 

out their living by 

painting pictures. 
Jonny's paintings were so often 
life - like that people sometimes 
even mistook the paintings to be 
original objects. Ram was also 
an excellent 
painter but he 
was humble and 
a great devotee 
of god. If any- 
one praised 
Ram's paintings 
he would say, 


“It's god's 
grace." 
Soon the 


news that there 
was a painter as 
good as Johny 
reached 
Johny's ears 
Johny was jealous. He was sure 
nobody could paint as well as 
him. "How can that be? | am the 
best in the field. Let him com- 
pete with me. Let the Mayor 
of the town be the judge.” 

Accordingly, Johny and 
Ram chose a convenient 
day. Both of them set up 
their easel and began 
painting in earnest. Soon, 
the paintings were done. 
The mayor walked up to 
Johny's painting. Johny 
haw'painted life - like flow- 
ers\A couple of bees that 
hadsbeen buzzing in the 
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nearby garden descended on 
the painting. The mayor needed 
no second opinion on Johny's 
painting skills. But he decided 
to see Ram's work too before he 
came to a decision. 

“Alright, draw the curtain. Let 
me see your 
painting” he 
said to Ram. 
Ram said, “But 
sir, this is the 
painting.” The 
mayor was sur- 


ZF TIVE’ 
PAINTING 





prised and adjudged Ram's 
painting as the best 

‘Akshat Mudbidri, 

age 10, St. Aloysius, 

Mangalore 








he room was in chaos. 
‘Wonder what more is in 
store for us,” Bharath re 


marked 
‘Weill find out soon,” Anand sai 
not liking one bit al that was happening 
around him. 
‘Why us? Why only us of all people 
in the world? 
‘Perhaps they don't like foreigners 
coming here 
Why do you think they hate 
foreigners? 
intense patriotism? 
‘We are the prince's quests. So we 
should not be harmed 
Anand had no comment to this 
Bharath continued, “I think the kidnap 
attempt is related to this. The group 
behind the attempt wanted to kill the 
prince. We're hindering their plas 
“What plans?” 
“That is what we have to find out 
‘You mean we're going 
investigate? 
‘Of course, we are 
Just then Anand noticed a 
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movement near 
the window. 
Bharath who was 
closer to the win- 
dow signalled that 
he would see what 
it was. Anand 
continued talking so 
that the man would be 


THE SILVER 


RAT 


attracted to their voices. 

Bharath walked up to the curtained 
window and tried to grab the figure 
hiding behind the curtain. But. the 
figure hurled Bharath into the room. 
Bharath hit the table and fell on the 
3 with a loud thud. 











T: man escaped before Anand 
could get to him. Bharath lay pan: 
ting. Anand ran to the reception and 
blurted out all that had happened. The 
news soon reached the emperor. 
Bharath was taken to the hospital and 
Anand was questioned by the police. 
‘Anand answered all their questions but 
kept his suspicions to himself. 
Bharath had been badly bruised. 
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When the police questioned him, he 
cleverly dodged the questions answering 
only some of them. That evening when 
‘Anand visited him, Bharath was angry 
because Anand had talked. 

“But was worried. Anyway I didn't 
tell them about our suspicions," Anand 
said, 

‘The emperor and the prince arrived. 
“Lam sorry this had to happen in our 
country to state quests, You will hence: 
forth have bodyguards wherever you 
90. 

“But your highness, that is what we 
don't want, We can take care of our 
selves, We will remain discreet and not 
get into trouble. We promise 

‘The emperor finally gave in, 
boys were happy the 
emperor hadn't insisted 
fon the bodyguards. The 
‘boys had pointed out that 
it would only attract more 
unwanted attention 


The 


harath was dis: 
charged from the 
hospital after a week. He 
was quite well. He had 
‘been in the hospital gown 
for one week now, When 
he donned his own clothes 
hhe was surprised to find a 
piece of paper in his shit 
pocket. Then he remem- 
bered. When he had tried 
to grab hold of the 
intruder he had torn the 
man’s shirt. This piece of paper had 
bbeen in his hand when he hit the table 
and fell. He had merely pocketed it 
planning to read it later. 
‘The thick sheet appeared to bea piece 
of cigaratte packet. On it was written — 
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DAED ERA YEHT Fl KCEHC 
YEHT ERA THAW TON FI 
2GNIOD, 

Bharath couldn't make anything of 
it 

Anand entered the room. “Do you 
know Sonia Fridvay has been taken 
seriously ill? She has been admitted into 
the ICU, 

‘A week passed uneventfully. Sonia 
recovered from whatever it was she was 
affeted with. One evening Philip nuit 
ed the boys to a dinner to be hosted in 
Sonia's honour, The boys were introdu 
ced to the island's military officers, the 
cabinet ministers and the prince's cousins. 

When dinner was served Sonia 
Fridvay's soup was replaced with 





another bowl of soup. The valet said, 
Excuse me your highness, but this is a 
soup specially prepared for you.” 


Se mumbled after tasting a litle 
of the soup, “it tastes odd. wonder 


or 





why?" 

Bharath who heard it watched her 
keenly. Sonia continued to sip her 
soup. Half way through she began 
coughing. She mumbled ‘sorry’ and 
fell unconscious, 

While everybody concentrated on 
the princess and her family Bharath 
delved a spoon into the princess's soup 
bowl, He removed a leaf from her soup. 

“Hey what are you up to?” Anand 
asked him. “Nothing, See what I found 
in the princess’ soup.” 

Anand looked at the leaf and sald 
“A piece of coriander.” 

"'No, itis not coriander, It must be 
the leaf of hellebore.” 

“What's that?” 

“A poisonous plant, That must be 
it, Come on let's go." 





Customer : How much does a 
haircut cost! 

Barber : Rs. 18 

Customer : And a shavet 
Barber : Rs. 5 : 
Customer : Then shave my head. 

Pratik Jakharia, age 13, 

V.PM. English School, Mumbai 
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“Hey, wait. Let me into your secret, 
will you?” 

‘The boys took a bus to St. Richmond 
castle, Bharath practically dragged the 
other boy to the castle. 

‘Anand fished out a torch from his 
pocket and handed it to Bharath, “Now 
search out this plant,” he said pointing 
to the leaf in his hand. 

“Hey are you out of your mind? You 
drag me to St, Richmond castle in the 
dead of the night and then ask me to 
find out a plant? Well, find someone 
else. 


“Dee remember Philip telling 
us that poisonous plants grows 
here? This is the leaf of that plant. | 
guessed this leaf must have come from 
that plant, Besides, hellebore doesn't 
grow here. Someone is growing it on 
purpose and 
it was added to the princess’ 
soup 

“Look there is light in the castle 
Let's check it out.” 

Anand looked up. Sure enough 
lights were on in a room. The boys 
peeped into the room. A man dressed 
in military fatigue was writing 
‘something. Another man stood by him. 

‘That's it. Come on, let's go." 

‘When Anand did not obey Bharath’s 
command he said irritably, “Come, you 
idiot. 

Bharath noticed a piece of paper 
similar to the one he had in his pocket. 
He picked it up and dragged Anand out 
of the earshot of the men in the castle. 

By the time the boys reached the 
quest house it was past eleven. 

To continue 
S. Srikanth, age 17, 
Kudremukh. 
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IN THE WILD 


orses used in 

the Republic 
TU bay ceremony 
in India are high 
breeds that are 6 ft 
8” in height. Wild 
horses are timid and 
afraid of man. The 
laraast horse ma 
















The nian pony 





weigh upto 2,300 pounds. 
Trained horses can find their 
way back to their stable 
even without the help of 
their masters. 

The body of a horse is 
covered with a thick coat of 
hair. The horse sheds its 
hair every year. A horse's 
coat grows long and 
shaggy in winter. It is 
smooth in summer, A male 
horse has 40 teeth and a fe 
male has 36 teeth. A horse's 
teeth can help to assess a 
horse's age. 

There is 
the horse 

























gap between 
front incisors 








and the rear teeth. The bridle 
placed across the gay 
cow, the horse can bite 
with its teeth from the ground. 

The stomach of a horse cal 
hold about 20 It. of food. The 
horse does not c 
stead it chews its food slowly and 
thoroughly. The pupil of the 
horse's eyes are oval shaped 
This is why the horse cannot 
very far straight ahe 
pil of the eye opens wid 
night. Thus a horse can 
see better 
































ia excelled in 
‘this sport once 
























than man. 


mp he horse is very ft 
strange objects. It will sn 
it thoroughly first and ther 
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go about its way if it 

Joesn't feel threat 

y A horse has 

L land hear- 

E 7 mig. The horse's 

) ng legs help it 

horse bred to 

pull weight de- 

a velops muscles 
mate 

ae life, A horse 

st can pull upto 

27 tons of 

Race horses 

e longer and narrower bod 

night ies. Horses are known to cover 

>18e lives for 15 years 

ses may live even 

II reach halt its 


en sense of 

‘0 run swiftly, A 

k my very early in 
eight 

n just a minute and a 

t by the time it is a 











year old. 

Female horses are known as 
mares. A horse bred for speed is 
called a stallion. Horses below 
one year are called foal 
1 the horse was called 

Eohippus. Eohippus was a 
small animal, the size of a fox.lt 
had four toes in the front and 
three toes on the hind feet. The 
Eohippus lived 50 million years 
ago. The Eohippus evolved into 
Mesohippus. This horse was 
larger than Eohippus. It lost one 
of its toes during the process of 
evolution. 


The middle toe grew larger and 
became a hoof. The side toes be- 


he earliest ancestor of 


came short and were just bones. 

The horse's teeth developed 
making it fit to eat grass. By the 
beginning of ice age, horses had 
developed fully. 

However, over the ages, 
horses migrated from the north- 
ern hemisphere to the southern 
hemisphere. Only with the arrival 
of Spaniards into America were 
horses brought back. 

A mule is a cross-breed be- 
tween a mare and an ass. The 
northern Himalayas use mules to 
carry load. A pony also is used 
to carry weight. Ponies are used 
as a means of transport in some 
parts of northern Himalayas. 

The skin of a horse is very valu- 
able. Horsehide is used as cov- 
ering for baseballs. 

Itis also used to make cloth- 
ing like jackets and gloves 

Wild horses, asses and zebras 
are considered to be the links to 
prehistoric horses. While horses 
were tamed, these animals found 
in the wild remained wild. In In- 
dia, asses have also been used 
to carry load. Wild asses can still 
be found in the Rann of Kutch in 
Gujarat 

A horse feeds on hay, grass, 
oat and bran. Horses that are 
bred have a special liking for al- 
falfa, a kind of roughage. Horses 
need salt too. Often, in stables a 
box of salt is also placed so that 
the horse can take in as much salt 
as it needs. 
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to jog down the 
streets next to 
the nearby cof- 
fee plantations. 
Just as they 
turned the first 
street they no- 
ticed a dilapi 
dated bunga- 
low. Reshma 
said, “Let's look 
around, I'm 
sure we are go- 











Rahul were on 


their way 
Coorg 
Indore. Their 


grandfather lived 
in Coorg. The 
train pulled into 
the small station 
The children craned their necks 
hoping to glimpse their grandfa- 
ther. Rahul spotted grandpa first. 
He waved out, hoping to catch 
grandpa’s attention 

Grandpa noticed them just as 
the train halted. Rahul pushed 
through the hurrying porters and 
commuters. Grandpa gave him a 
hug. The two gitls alighted and 
chorused, “grandpa we're here at 
last.” 

Grandfather escorted the chil- 
dren to the waiting car. The next 
morning all three of them decided. 
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= UMMER 
from 


ing to see only cobwebs.” 

“Trespassing is a crime," Deepa 
pointed out 

“Oh, but we will aplogise if we 
find someone inside." Rahul said. 

Finally the children walked into 
the bungalow. Cobwebs hung 
down from the high ceilling. The 
children walked warily. Just as they 
‘came to the conclusion that there 
was nobody in the bungalow they 
heard raised voices. The children 
hid behind a wall, waiting for the 
men to appear. Three men ap- 
peared, One of them was burly with 


3 


a thick moustache. The man was 
saying, "Remember the loot is 
mine. If you try something silly, you 
are done for.” 


he other two men muttered 
something inaudible. Just 
as they walked out of the 


house something fell from the 
pocket of one of the men. The chil- 
dren waited until the men disap- 
peared from the gate. Rahul 
picked up the paper. It was amap 
‘of some sort. 

The children searched the 
house. But the house contained no 
treasure, They brought the map 
to grandpa and told him what they 
hadheard. “Hmmm, Strange hap: 
penings here.” That afternoon 
grandpa asked grandma to pack 
a picnic lunch for the children. The 
children were pleased, They set 
out with grandpa 
around noon. 
Grandpa was a native 
of Coorg so he knew { 
his way about. They 
were soon in front of 
the hut. Beside the hut 
was a municipal park. 
Grandpa said he 
would snooze for 
sometime while the 
children had their 
lunch, When the chil 
dren had cleared up. 
grandpa rose and 
said, “ok, now to 
work.” 


The four of them entered the hut. 
They searched the place thor- 
oughly. It was Reshma who stum- 
bled on the loot. She was walking 
around the hut when she tripped 

‘Grandpa, Deepa, Rahul, look, a 
trap door.” The others too were 
excited now. grandpa fished out 
his torch, Rahul, yanked the door 
‘open. Grandpa shone his torch 
down the trap door, "Ten steps,” 
he said counting the steps. “Ok, 
now let's get down and see what's 
in there. 


hey climbed down the 
steps carefully. A couple of 
wooden cartons lay on the 


floor. They looked into the cartons. 
“Silk saris, jewels and silverware, 
Grandpa was stunned. "So, the 
loot is here and the police are look- 
ing for culprits everywhere else, 











grandpa said angrily 

Rahul meanwhile, returned to 
the hut hoping to find something 
else. He found nothing. Just as 
he tried to climb down the trap 
door, he noticed a shadow fall 
across the doorway. He crouched 
closer to the wall. "Hey, you left 
the trap door open.” One of the 
men yelled. Rahul almost jumped 
out of his skin, 

The other man climbed down 
the steps of the trapdoor. What he 
found there brought the rest of the 
men to the trap door. "Ha, ha. So 
some snoopy children and an old 
man? Well, old man we are going 
to leave you here to die, Gag the 
girls and the old man. And tie their 
hands behind their backs,” 

The two men gagged the girls 
and grandpa. The third man tied 
their hands, 

Rahul ran out of the hut. He re- 
turned home to grandma and nar- 
rated all that had happened 
Grandma called the police. Soon, 
the police arrived. Grandpa and 
the girls were freed, Two days later, 
the police had rounded up the 
three men, The story of the recov- 
ery of lost items appeared in the 
newspapers. The rest of the holi- 
day was uneventful. But Rahul, 
Reshma and Deepa wondered if 
they would have another adven- 
ture. 

K. Roshni Tammaial 

age 13, Poorna Praja Educ 
tional Centre, 

Bangalore 
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PUG 
T ty to solve this puzzle 


with the help of the clues 
given. 

















1) Tri _ = reduce by cutting of 
pruning. 

2) Tri_ = A vehicle with three 
wheels 

8) Tri_= Three legged stand 

4) Tri = Something said or 
done as a mark of respect 

5) Tri_ = A set of three plays or 








poems. 
6) Tri _ = Having fun or being 
useless 
7) Ti_ = branch of mathemat- 


ics dealing with the relationship 
of sides & angles of triangles. 

M. Prasanna Kumar, 

age 13, 

Hinganghat, Jamb 
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very time exams are de- 


E clared we fee! we have 
sunk into quicksands. It 
is with great effort that we take our 
exams, When holidays are deciared 
itis such a relief from studies and 
the terror called exams! 

Doctors say fear is natural. Exams 
‘are a means to test how much a per- 
son knows and how much a person 
does not know. It is how much we 
do not know that is 
the cause of all fear 
When exams are 
taken, inevitably the 
results are made 
known. The resutts are 
away of knowing how 
much we have learnt, 

We are afraid of be- 
ing laughed at when we 
score low. It shows that 
‘we donot know our sub- 
jectwell. The marks also 
show up to our parents, 
our friends and our 
neighbours how much 
we have studied. 

Exams grade our per 
formance, So, we are 
afraid of exams, Our per 
formance fs exposed to 
the outside world. It is a 
too! developed by the sys- 
tem to measure your extent 
of knowledge. Since exams 
are a way of being recog- 
nised by peers or parents or 
family, lack of recognition 
also makes one anxious. 
Such fears are categorised 
1% 


as performance anxiety, This anxi 
ety brings about restlessness, all 
kinds of disorders, palpitation, sweat- 
ing etc. 

The only way to do away with this 
anxiety is to build up confidence. 
Confidence is built up only when we 
are sure of ourselves, This means if 
we are thoroughly prepared for an 
exam, then we need not be afraid. 
We are 
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confident and we will not fear exams. 


he answer lies in prepar- 
ing for the exams in ad- 
vance. About 10% the 


population is stress-prone. They are 
by nature anxious about everything. 
Doctors and counsellors treat such 
chronic patients. In- 





stead of worrying 
‘over exams if we lear to accept it 
as inevitable we would lose our fear. 
Also, it would help us to concentrate 
more. If concentration improves con- 
fidence improves. 

Each person's capacity differs. A 
child cannot be goaded into doing 
something for which he has no apti- 
tude. Every child is talented, It lies 
with the parent to identity the child's 
interest. Many schools have dedi- 
cated teachers who try to identify the 
potential of their children. There are 
some children who are by nature 
endowed with rare abilities. 

Such children are called gitted 
children. Such children could be 
taken away from regular schools and 
trained separately to hone their tal- 
‘ent. Some children who are attacked 
by exam fever or by anxiety are prob- 
ably underfed. Some children face 
problems due to lack of sleep. Yet 
others suffer from lack of concentra- 
tion due to these problems. Doctors 
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believe that ahealthy family will goa 
ong way in helping children cope 
with stress. The teacher'sattitude to- 
wards children and their personal at- 
tention to each child also helps to 
relieve tension during exams. 

When children are very prone to 
anxiety, doctors 


‘suggest that the children 
be sent for counselling. In a com 
petitive world itis inevitable that we 
have to struggle to reach the top, 
This may mean much tension, 

Each child is precious by nature, 
Therefore each parent must take all 
‘steps t0 see to it that the child devel- 
‘ops well and is not pushed beyond its 
limits, 

‘Some doctors even suggest that 
‘each division in the city or town must 
have a counsellor who can help stu- 
dents out. In fact, they suggest that 
‘each school must have a counsel- 
lor. Academic briliance alone does 
not make a person talented, There 
are other courses too. These can be 
opted for and they can still be suc- 
cesstul in their ife 

While fear of exams is nota myth, 
itis the system and the people who 
devise exams who contribute much 
to this fear of exams, So, since ithas 
tobe put up with, the best thing is to 
be prepared for it. It will make it that 
much easier. 
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») ajaram and Raghuram lived in the small village of 
Ress: ‘The two young men were twins. Often their 
mother mistook them for the other. Both the young men 

were honest. 
‘One day Rajaram had an argument with his 
mother. His mother got angry. She said, "You 
oat, you have no job and can't earn a 
paisa, Yet you talk to me in such a 
tone?" This upset the young man 













very much. 
He left his 


Hhome in 

# search of a 
P ob. 

When he 


reached the next 
town he founda 
ich merchant's 
house. He was 
sure he would get 
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job there. Besides, he was hungry. He couldn't go home because he had 
fought with his mother. He decided to make something of himself before he 
returned home. He approached the merchant's house. The merchant was 
seated in the veranda of his house, He told the merchant that he was from 
the neighbouring village and that he wanted a job. The merchant asked 
him to rest for the day, He said that Rajaram could begin working from the 
next day. 

The merchant laid a condition. If Rajaram were to give up the 
job and go, then he would have to give the merchant Rs. 
4000, If the merchant sent him away, then the mer- 
chant would give 
Rajaram Rs, 1000. t 


he next day, 
T Rajaram was 
woken up be: 


fore dawn. He was 
asked to fetch 20 buick- 
ets of water from the well 
When the sun rose in the sky 
he was sent to the forest to 
collect logs for fire. He had 
to cook the merchant's, 
food. He had to carry 
the merchant's chil 
dren on his back to 
the school. After 
all his chores 
were done, he 
was given a fist 

ful of rice, 

Poor Rajaram 
was now in a 
dilemma, Finally 
he decided to 
continue working 
hoping he would 
hit on a plan 
sooner or later 

One day, on his way back 




















GOKULAM April 9 19 





Teacher: What ould happen if world 
war IIT were to start? 
Rani: A new chapter would be added 
to our history book. 
Pratik H. Jakharia, age 1, 
VPM. Ei Mumbai 








from the forest he saw his brother 
Raghuram. When Rajaram told 
Raghuram of his predicament, 
Raghuram suggested that they ex- 
change places, 

‘Accordingly, the next day when 
Rajaram went to collect logs for fire, 
Raghuram replaced his brother. 
Rajaram went home. Raghuram re- 
turned from the forest with just one 
log of wood which he tied with a 
string, The next chore was to fill 20 
buckets of water. 

Raghuram picked up the small- 
est bucket he could find in the house 
and set to work. Raghuram was sent 
tothe kitchen to cook food. Here, he 
mixed the curries with sugar and 
added salt to rice. He poured a 
bucket of water on the firewood mak- 
ing it impossible to light fre. The en: 
tire house was filled with smoke. 

The merchant was so vexed that 
he wanted to throw out his servant. 
Butthat meant that the merchant had 
to give Raghuram, Rs. 1000. The 


merchant wanted the servant to 
leave of his own accord. 

He planned to get rid ofthe man by 
having his food poisoned. The mer- 
chant wrote a letter (0 a relative of is. 
Inithe said, "Poison Raghuram's food. 
So that when he consumes the food 
he may fall unconscious, We can then 
throw him into the forest. Wild animals 
will have a feast.” 

Raghuram was asked to deliver 
the letter to the relative, Raghuram 
suspected foul play, He read the let- 
teron the way to the relative's house. 
When he saw what was written, he 
decided to change the letter. 

He wrote out another letter. It said, 

‘1am coming to your house tonight. 
Since | have a tummy upset | am 
staying in the inn, Make sure to mix 
castor oil in the food and send it to 
me. Please treat my servant to a 
good meal.” 

When Raghuram reached the 
relative's house, he was given a 
sumptuous meal. Meanwhile, the 
merchant was sent food mixed with 
castor oll. 

The next morning, the merchant 
found his servant hale and healthy 
while he was feeling weak after a 
bout of diarrhoea, He sent away his 
servant with Rs, 1000 as he had 
promised him. 

V. ANIRUDH, Bhadravathi 


Dear Anh, pl sendinycur age and school deta 
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